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GlobalDimensions

NYU Accra Hosts Symposium  
on the Art of Healing

NYU Shanghai Opens its Doors

NYU Accra To launch the site’s 10th anniversary celebration, NYU Accra held a 

symposium on Sept. 25, titled Healing Environment and the Creative Arts. The event, which was 

co-hosted by NYU Accra, NYU’s School of Medicine, and the University of Ghana, Legon, 

brought together local and international experts to address a set of important issues, including 

how to define a healing space, determining what provides a balanced healing relationship, 

exploring how healing forces can be identified, and how to measure healing outcomes.

The symposium had an impressive lineup of speakers, including Cheryl Healton, dean, NYU 

Global Institute of Public Health (New York); Sammy, Ohene, chair, department of psychiatry, 

University of Ghana Medical School, Legon; Charlie Haffner, director general, Freetong Players 

International (Sierra Leone); and Hawthorne Smith, clinical director, Bellevue/NYU Program for 

Survivors of Torture (New York). It was sponsored by the Global Research Initiatives program of 

the Office of the Provost at NYU.

Since 2008, NYU Accra has served as a hub for researchers from NYU’s School of Medicine and 

from other NYU health-related schools and departments to connect with colleagues in local 

institutions. These visits have resulted in the establishment of several unique and innovative 

health partnerships with the University of Ghana Medical School, Dental School, School of 

Public Health, and the Korle Bu Teaching Hospital in Accra. 

NYU Shanghai On Aug. 11, the first class of NYU Shanghai began their freshman 

year at NYU’s newest degree-granting portal campus. The entering class is comprised of 295 

students—150 from ten provinces across China, and 145 international students, representing 35 

different countries. Together, the cohort speaks 36 languages, the international cohort had an 

average SAT score of 1420, and every student in the Chinese cohort scored in the top tier (top 

10 percent) of the Gaokao, the Chinese national university entrance exam. 

Students spent their early days at NYU Shanghai participating in orientation, which included 

academic and student life workshops, scavenger hunts, and other excursions to explore their 

Top: Dr. Hawthorne Smith, an authority 

on enhancing cross-cultural clinical 

skills among therapeutic service 

providers, speaks at the symposium.

Continues on page 6
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Dear faculty colleagues, 

We trust your semester is progressing well. The 2013-14 academic 

year promises to be truly extraordinary for NYU and our global 

network. As we continue to work together to develop our global 

sites and build a community of scholars at NYU across the global 

network, our top priority is to create an outstanding curriculum 

for undergraduate and graduate students at NYU and support 

research and other programmatic initiatives. 

 Each semester, many of our students report that their 

experience studying away at NYU’s global sites represents an 

important cornerstone of their academic careers, and for that we 

are extraordinarily grateful to each of you. This year alone, you, 

our global faculty, will teach more than 2,500 NYU students from 

New York and Abu Dhabi, in more than 300 courses, across 50 

subject areas, while also introducing our students to your home 

cities, countries, regions, and cultures, helping to prepare them to 

be citizens—and leaders—of an increasingly interconnected world. 

 Via this newsletter, Global Dimensions, we will share 

important updates with you, from across NYU’s global network, 

throughout the year. Already this year, we:

• welcomed the inaugural Class of 2017 to NYU Shanghai, 

NYU’s third degree-granting “portal” campus;

• began the celebration of NYU Accra’s 10th anniversary with 

a symposium on the art of healing, held in collaboration with 

NYU’s School of Medicine and the University of Accra, Legon;

• announced the Global Pathways Scholarship, which will 

provide students with up to $4,000 USD to help defray 

the costs associated with studying away (the need-based 

scholarships will be available beginning in fall 2014);

• welcomed new interim site directors for the 2013-14 academic 

year: Anna Kazumi Stahl (Buenos Aires), Henriette Goldwyn 

(Paris), and Ronald Zweig (Tel Aviv). James Fernandez 

(Madrid) will join us for the spring semester; and

• held a highly-productive series of planning and coordination 

meetings with all of NYU’s site directors—along with 

study away coordinators—from New York, Abu Dhabi, 

and Shanghai during the first week of October.

 This fall also marked the launch of global academic 

partnerships and affiliations and global site-specific advisory 

committees—initiatives that allow a broad base of faculty drawn 

from the sites, departments, and schools to engage more directly 

in global site planning and development. Through academic 

partnerships, departments or schools with a significant scholarly 

and curricular interest in a given site will work closely with the 

site to develop a curricular pathway there for its majors and 

minors; departments or schools academically affiliated with a 

site currently offer or plan to offer at least one course at a given 

site. The current list of academic partnerships and affiliations is 

available at http://nyu.is/16QvWbk.

 Global site-specific advisory committees bring together site 

faculty and leadership and departmental and school representation 

in an effort to provide better coordination of curricular offerings 

and other initiatives. As noted, these committees, which began 

meeting earlier this month, include the relevant site director and 

at least one faculty representative from the site and from each 

department or school that has established an academic partnership 

with the site. One of us also participates on each committee. These 

committees will also include faculty representatives from NYU Abu 

Dhabi and NYU Shanghai, as appropriate. (As NYU Paris prepares 

to move to a new physical space, we will take this year to focus 

on a smooth transition to the new building, and to understand 

the tremendous interest from schools and departments in new 

academic partnerships and affiliations. For that reason, there is not 

yet a committee in place for Paris.)

Letter from Linda Mills and Matthew Santirocco

THIS IS NYU:  
Global Student Stories
Catch a glimpse of life at NYU through the eyes of more than 

150 student-storytellers from the 11 global sites and three portal 

campuses of NYU’s global network. THIS IS NYU features original 

student anecdotes about events, classes, culture, food, and personal 

revelations—curated in real time by global editors in New York. This 

visual journey across continents and time zones provides insight 

into the vibrant life of NYU students around the globe, highlighting 

day-to-day life within NYU’s global network. Visit the site at http://

thisisnyu.tumblr.com!

Continues on page 4

http://nyu.is/16QvWbk
http://thisisnyu.tumblr.com
http://thisisnyu.tumblr.com
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What course do you teach at NYU 
Sydney and what are the academic 
backgrounds of the students who 
take it?

I teach an Indigenous art history course 

and I have students from a range of 

disciplines who all bring their different 

perspectives, which makes for a refreshing 

and energizing experience. The course 

focuses on Indigenous art from Australia, 

and specifically how it has been critically 

received and presented in art museums, 

but we often try to broaden the discussion 

to include global Indigenous issues, 

especially those that affect Indigenous 

peoples of the Americas.

How did you come to study 
Indigenous art? 

As an undergraduate in Perth, Western 

Australia, I was fortunate enough to get 

an internship at the state art gallery and 

I was completely hooked. My mother’s 

family is Indigenous and art, music, and 

performance have always been a part 

of our lives—this wasn’t necessarily 

something that we went to museums to 

experience.

How do you think the study of 
Indigenous art helps foreign 
students to understand Australia?

I don’t think you can fully relate to this 

place unless you understand the many 

histories and philosophies of Indigenous 

people. And with an estimated 50,000 

years of residence on this continent, 

Indigenous people have a lot to teach 

Australians and visitors about living ethical 

lives within this environment. 

Are you involved in the field 
beyond teaching for NYU? 

For the last 10 years, I’ve been a curator of 

Indigenous art in Australia at the National 

Gallery of Australia and the National 

Gallery of Victoria. Following my master’s 

at NYU, I was invited to be the curator of 

the Indigenous Australian Collection at the 

NYU Sydney  Faculty Profile: Professor Stephen Gilchrist

Stephen Gilchrist (far right) 

with NYU Sydney students and 

Matt Poll, Indigenous curator, 

Mcleay Museum, University of 

Sydney (far left), on a field trip 

to look at Indigenous rock art 

in Ku-ring-gai Chase National 

Park. 

Continues on page 4
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 In case you did not receive it, you can view our full memo on 

the establishment of partnerships and affiliations, as well as the 

site-specific committees, at http://nyu.is/1fqCZk1. 

 The next 12 to 18 months will be historic ones for NYU, 

including the opening of the beautiful new academic center in 

Paris, the graduation of NYU Abu Dhabi’s inaugural class, and 

the opening of new homes for NYU’s degree-granting “portal” 

campuses on Abu Dhabi’s Saadiyat Island and in Shanghai’s 

Pudong area. We are also excited by the creation of new 

academic pathways for science majors that enable them to take 

courses that satisfy their major while studying away this spring (in 

Tel Aviv), and the extension of a pilot program to offer pre-health 

classes (in Sydney). We are also seeking to facilitate the ability 

of site faculty to travel between NYU global sites and campuses 

in order to promote teaching, research, seminars, and public 

engagement.

 We are fortunate to have you all as partners, and will continue 

to update you throughout the year on developments from across 

NYU’s global network. We also encourage you to share your 

thoughts and ideas with your site director, members of your 

respective site-specific committees, and the two of us. 

 Once again, thank you for your commitment to your students, 

your colleagues, your sites, and to NYU. 

Warmly,

Linda G. Mills

Vice Chancellor, Global Programs and University Life

Matthew S. Santirocco

Senior Vice Provost for Undergraduate Academic Affairs

Letter to Faculty Colleagues (continued)

Faculty Profile: Professor Stephen Gilchrist (continued)

Hood Museum of Art, Dartmouth College. 

I was able to curate from this collection of 

more than 500 works, which was definitely 

a professional highlight for me. I am also 

working on an Indigenous art exhibition 

that will open at the Harvard Art Museum 

in 2016, so teaching Indigenous art to 

American students is helping me think of 

ways to engage American audiences with 

Indigenous art.

What has been most rewarding 
about teaching NYU students?

It has been really great to see Indigenous art 

though the eyes of students who have never 

encountered it before, and I love hearing 

their thoughts and impressions. In Australia, 

Indigenous art has always been wrapped up 

in politics, but American students don’t have 

any misplaced guilt about this, and I feel the 

conversations can be much more open and 

critically insightful. I love introducing people 

to Indigenous Australian art, but I also love 

seeing the students make historical, cultural, 

and philosophical connections to Indigenous 

people in North America, which I think is 

important.

As an NYU alum, how did your time 
at NYU influence your scholarship?

I graduated from the arts politics program at 

Tisch in 2011 and it completely reenergized 

me intellectually, culturally, and politically, 

and helped internationalize my outlook. 

Being in New York made me realize that 

my work could potentially help indigenize 

museums in Australia, and that I could be 

a part of both preserving cultural practices 

and reactivating them. My research interests 

became more definite and rigorous, which is 

obviously the great benefit that taking the 

time to study provides. 

Stephen Gilchrist has been a curator 

of Indigenous art in Australia at the 

National Gallery of Australia (above) 

and the National Gallery of Victoria 

(below) for the last 10 years.

http://nyu.is/1fqCZk1
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Recognizing that students are eager to 

engage with their host communities while 

studying away from their home campuses, 

the Office of Global Programs (OGP) 

has partnered with NYU’s Wasserman 

Center for Career Development to identify 

and develop new experiential learning 

opportunities across all study away sites. 

These opportunities expand on a continuum 

of short- and long-term engagement, 

ranging from volunteer service projects 

in local communities to internships, work 

placements, or academic coursework 

incorporating community engagement 

and fieldwork. Experiences are paired 

with academic or career development 

components that allow for reflection and 

analysis alongside the experience itself.

This expansion of opportunities first began 

with the creation of a partnership with 

EUSA, a non-profit European organization, 

which helps provide and manage academic 

internships for our students studying at 

NYU’s London, Madrid, and Paris sites. The 

partnership was formed out of recognition 

that finding internships and student-work 

opportunities is often a big challenge for 

students studying abroad. There are a 

myriad of reasons for this, including 

stringent regulations related to students’ 

ability to work, competition for positions, 

and language barriers. EUSA helps mitigate 

these challenges by assuming the burden of 

identifying and monitoring placements for 

NYU-vetted cohorts of students. The OGP 

is actively developing new partnerships to 

ensure these experiences are both enriching 

as well as valuable learning opportunities 

across our sites.

In addition to the formation of external 

partnerships, a new full-time Manager of 

Global Career Development, Lindsay Unger, 

has been hired to support this initiative. 

Her work involves expanding opportunities 

along the continuum of engagement, 

including externships, mentoring, and 

organizational site visits, for students across 

NYU global sites, and developing career 

programming to prepare students for 

these experiences before they depart, help 

them synthesize and reflect during their 

experience, and guide them to apply what 

they have learned upon returning to their 

home campus. 

Around the world, NYU students are 

currently engaged in inspirational and 

educational internships, including: United 

Way Ghana and the West African AIDS 

Foundation (NYU Accra); Fundación 

Sagrada Familia and Collage Lab Buenos 

Aires (NYU Buenos Aires); Elizabeth Arden 

and the Hope Foundation (NYU London); 

and the Center for American Progress and 

the Securities and Exchange Commission 

(NYU DC).

Should you know of additional internship 

or other experiential learning opportunities 

that would benefit NYU’s students studying 

away, please contact Lindsay at lindsay.

unger@nyu.edu.

Experiential Learning at NYU 

Below, an NYU Accra student teaches 

English in a Ghanaian classroom.

Should you know of additional 

internship or other experiential 

learning opportunities that would 

benefit NYU’s students studying 

away, please contact Lindsay at 

lindsay.unger@nyu.edu.
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new campus and city, as well as a number of social activities designed to allow the class to get 

to know another, such as flag football, dodgeball, movie nights, and even a student-organized 

“flash mob” at a Shanghai shopping mall. They also attended a presidential welcome, with 

NYU President John Sexton, followed by a performance of the popular Reality Show, a musical 

review that is a hallmark of the orientation process at all three NYU degree-granting campuses 

(New York, Abu Dhabi, and Shanghai). 

NYU’s newest portal campus is led by an impressive team. The chancellor of NYU Shanghai is 

Yu Lizhong, the former president of East China Normal University (ECNU). Jeffrey Lehman, the 

former president of Cornell University, a past dean of the University of Michigan Law School, 

and the founding dean of the Peking University School of Transnational Law, serves as NYU 

Shanghai’s vice chancellor. Xiao-Jing Wang, provost, joined the university from Yale University, 

where he was professor of neurobiology, and director of the Swartz Center for Theoretical 

Neuroscience. Dean of Arts and Sciences Joanna Waley-Cohen is professor of history at 

NYU, where she has taught Chinese history since 1992. Eitan Zemel, dean of business and 

engineering, is also the W. Edwards Deming Professor of Quality and Productivity and vice dean 

for global programs and for executive education at NYU’s Stern School of Business.

NYU Shanghai’s entering class will spend its first year on the campus of ECNU before moving to 

its new campus in Pudong for the 2014-15 academic year.

NYU Shanghai Opens its Doors (continued)

NYU Shanghai students organized a 

flash mob at a local shopping mall.

Faculty at global sites are now eligible to 

apply for grants from the 2013-14 Curricular 

Development Challenge Fund (CDCF). 

 CDCF grants will enable faculty 

from global sites to collaborate with NYU 

faculty colleagues in New York to enhance 

current course offerings, develop new 

course materials consistent with a site’s 

academic needs and goals, and undertake 

special projects that will promote curricular 

development. 

 The selection process is competitive, 

with three grants for up to $5,000 each 

available to global site faculty, working 

with NYU faculty in New York, to develop 

proposals. The deadline for proposals is 

December 13, 2013. More information about 

the selection process can be found at http://

nyu.is/19VySXy. 

 The Office of the Provost is particularly 

interested in proposals that contribute to 

“making research, scholarship, and artistic 

creation a central component of both 

undergraduate and graduate education 

through a movement away from a more 

traditional lecturing and note-taking 

approach to a more inquiry- or problem-

based collaborative approach in which 

problem solving, joint projects, teamwork, 

and cooperative learning are emphasized.” 

Often such inquiry-based approaches 

are well served by the innovative use of 

technology and the unique resources of 

NYU’s global network.

 Proposals should have the support 

of the appropriate global site director(s), 

as well as approval from the relevant 

department chairs and deans.

 The Office of Global Programs expects 

to announce details on additional curricular 

and faculty development opportunities this 

spring.

Curriculum Development Grants Available

http://nyu.is/19VySXy
http://nyu.is/19VySXy

